Lesson Two h s

Alef-Bet Continued

Now that you can write almost all of the alef-bet characters perfectly in several forms,
and have decided which one you will use for your lessons and assignments, we can go
further.

Something you did not learn in the first lesson is that there final forms for certain Hebrew
letters. At the end of words these letters look different. This might sound complicated,
but is not really so difficult. For example of comparison, Arabic adds medial forms as
well as final forms. Here are the letters with final forms:
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You'll notice how wonderful my handwriting is compared to the cursive font in the table.
Seriously, cursive is cursive handwriting and unique to the individual writing it. At the
same time, getting too individual will leave something akin to my signature which no
person can read. Write according to classic forms and also your personality.

Alef-Bet: Names and Pronunciation

Hebrew is an ancient and living language used by Jews and others widely dispersed
throughout the world. Because of this, Hebrew varies in pronunciation giving us a yawd,
yohd, yood, and yohdh. But we will use a standard biblical Hebrew system of
transliteration. You will see this many times throughout the lessons.




From this point do not expect to see cursive Hebrew although you will see several other
forms of Hebrew characters. One is the Palaco-Hebrew form featured in the table below.
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Now is the time to learn what the Hebrew characters look like and to be able to write in
either the square or cursive style. You will notice the similarity of several characters. This



is an important point that will be brought to bear later, and at that time you should be
familiar enough with the square and Palaco-Hebrew characters to benefit from the
discussion.

For square script you will notice the likeness of T to 7,3t0 3,77 to7,2 to 3,0 to 0,
and 7 to 7. Look more carefully.

res is always curved, while

dalet is two distinct strokes, a
vertical topped by a horizontal
stroke.

Again, two distinct strokes

W make the gimel
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hé? has an unconnected "leg"
but the hét has a top connected
to both legs.
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Two strokes for bét.

samek is a single rounded
stroke while the mé m so0 fit
is angular and will only be
seen at a word's end.

zayin has two strokes.

ka f so fit has a leg that
descends other letters and it
will be seen only at a word's
end.
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" One of the most confusing tasks for Hebraists and students is representing Hebrew through transliteration.
The system given is an accepted standard of Hebraists used by Lambdin (who adds International Phonetic
symbols also), Weingreen, LaSor and others. Get in the habit of using this system as opposed to others. The
font can be obtained at http://members.tripod.com/ebionite/fonts.htm.

? These letters had, at one time and some still, both a "hard" and "soft" pronunciation. They are known by
an acronym BeGaDKePaT. Seen in later Ashuri (or Square Script) Hebrew, these six letters could in cases
appear with a dot "in its belly" called a dagées. This hardened the pronunciation. (dages gal [Latin=
dagesh lene] "light dagesh," or dages qasyan "hardening dagesh.") (To confuse things), another dagesh,
dages kaflan, doubles a consonant, including a BeGaDKePaT letter which is both doubled and hardened
(dages hazaq).



